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Simon Stålenhag  

My presentation will discuss Simon 
Stålenhag’s artwork and how it is 
presented in a photo-essay on Bored 
Panda:

http://www.boredpanda.com/scifi-girl-
robot-traveling-artbook-simon-
stalenhag/

 

 

 



Stålenhag: Swedish Digital Painter 



Style 
¡  Hyper-realist

¡  Monumental

¡  Contrast “normal” American scenes, 
for example Arizona suburbs, with 
images from a technological dystopia.

¡  Set in US southeast (Arizona and New 
Mexico). 

¡  Despite location, pictures are often 
dark and and feature rainclouds.



Style 
Despite photo-realism, the images are paintings



Stålenhag Themes: Overview 
All of the pieces in the photo-
essay examine the 
relationship between humans 
and our machines.



Theme: Technology is Overwhelming 
Machines dwarf the human landscape and can be beyond our ability to 
control and/or fix when broken.



Theme: Technology is Alien 

The viewer is often 
an onlooker, not a 
participant, in the 
technological world. 



Theme: Man-machine  

The subjects in the 
essay are integrating 
with, and perhaps 
being controlled by, 
their machines.



Theme: Nature Has Been Destroyed 
The landscape is about humans and machines; nature is 
defeated, or at very least contained.



Theme: Technology is a Difficult to 
Comprehend Threat 



Critique of the Stålenhag  
Presentation on Bored Panda 

¡  Bored Panda describes itself 
as “a leading art, design and 
photography community for 
creative people”. 

¡  It is my go-to site for cat 
videos.

¡  Bored Panda’s business model 
is based on Facebook likes, re-
posts and audience generated 
content.



Style of Bored Panda: Menus 

Extensive content requires two dozen different menu items 
 

And three filters, Featured, Trending and Latest. 



Bored Panda: Layout 
The BP site has two main layouts, one for desktop, the second for phones and 
tablets. 

The site has two main views: the overview page and a posts (article) page.

The desktop view for the main page 
features a main story on the left and 
an aside, for likes and advertising, 
on the right.  Space for the right 
sidebar is created using the margin 
right setting of the section.posts 
elements.

The max width of the main 
container is 1020px, which 
accommodates a 3 column 960px 
layout and social media sidebar.

Figure: The Bored Panda topic page inspected. 



BP: Layout for 
Overview Page, 
Cellphone View 

Post images are placed above 
a text excerpt.

The cellphone view has a 
max-width of 63.75 ems. 



BP: Layout for Post Pages 

Social media sidebar

1 column

Max-width 970px



BP: Typefaces 

Merriweather, serif for headlines

Roboto, sans-serif for body text



Conclusion 

¡  Bored Panda is a good 
venue for the promotion of 
Stålenhag’s art. It has a 
very large readership that 
is connected to diverse 
social media outlets. 

¡  Bored Panda’s 
conventional style does not 
distract from the content.

¡  Stålenhag’s art itself is 
monumental, so is best 
suited to gallery 
presentations.


